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Indo-Pacific; maritime security; The escalating conflict involving the United States, Israel, and Iran
Strait of Hormuz; energy security; has generated strategic implications extending beyond the Middle
Maritime Domain Awareness. East and significantly affected global maritime security dynamics.

The Indo-Pacific region, as a center of global trade and a critical
corridor for international energy distribution, has become
increasingly vulnerable to the consequences of such escalation. This
study aimed to analyze the impact of Middle Eastern conflict
escalation on Indo-Pacific maritime security stability and formulate
strategic measures to enhance regional resilience. The research
employed a qualitative descriptive approach through a literature
review, analysis of strategic documents, international reports, and
scholarly publications related to maritime security and geopolitics.
The findings indicated that potential disruptions in the Strait of
Hormuz could affect Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs),
increase energy security risks, intensify the militarization of
maritime domains, and heighten geopolitical uncertainty across the
Indo-Pacific region. The study recommended strengthening
Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), enhancing maritime
diplomacy, expanding regional security cooperation, and
developing technology-based early warning systems as key
strategies to maintain maritime security stability and strengthen
national energy resilience.

INTRODUCTION

The global strategic environment in the final decade has demonstrated increasing
uncertainty as a consequence of geopolitical competition, regional conflicts, and the
emergence of various non-traditional security threats. One of the international developments
that has gained significant attention is the escalating conflict involving the United States,
Israel, and Iran, which has the potential to alter the configuration of global security. This
conflict not only affects stability in the Middle East but also influences the international
trading system, global energy distribution, and maritime security dynamics in the Indo-Pacific
region (Till, 2018; Kaplan, 2019).

The Indo-Pacific region has become the center of gravity of the global economy.
According to the World Bank (2024), more than 60% of global Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) is generated within the Asia-Pacific region. Meanwhile, the International Maritime
Organization (IMO) reported that approximately 80—90% of international trade continues to
rely on maritime transportation. These conditions demonstrate that maritime security stability
is a key factor in maintaining global economic sustainability (Duodu, n.d.; Magkos, 2025;
Toelihere et al., 2025; Voyer et al., 2018).
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Specifically, shipping routes connecting the Middle East and East Asia through the
Strait of Hormuz, the Indian Ocean, the Strait of Malacca, and the South China Sea form one
of the world’s most critical energy and logistics networks. The U.S. Energy Information
Administration (EIA) reported that approximately 20-21 million barrels of oil per day, or
nearly 20% of global oil consumption, flow through the Strait of Hormuz. Disruptions along
this route would directly affect major energy-importing countries, including China, Japan,
South Korea, India, and ASEAN member states (EIA, 2024). Other maritime routes in the
region also hold strategic importance within global trade and energy supply chains. The Strait
of Malacca facilitates approximately 30% of global maritime trade, Bab el-Mandeb serves as
a route for around 12% of global energy trade, the South China Sea accommodates
approximately 33% of global maritime trade, and the Suez Canal facilitates around 10-12%
of global trade flows (EIA, 2024; UNCTAD, 2024; IMO, 2024).

Beyond trade-related factors, the Indo-Pacific region has also become an arena of
geopolitical competition among major global powers. The United States, through its Indo-
Pacific Strategy, seeks to maintain a maritime order based on international rules. Meanwhile,
China continues to expand its geopolitical influence through the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), naval force modernization, and the strengthening of its presence in the South China
Sea (Medcalf, 2020; Fravel, 2022). These conditions make the Indo-Pacific region highly
sensitive to any escalation of global conflicts (Lave & Krishnan, 2026; Niazi, 2024).

The United States—Israel-Iran conflict has further increased the complexity of regional
security dynamics. Iran holds a strategically important geographical position due to its
extensive coastline along the Strait of Hormuz. From a maritime geopolitical perspective, this
position provides significant strategic leverage over global energy distribution routes. Various
incidents, including attacks on oil tankers, the use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVS), anti-
ship missile deployments, and threats to close the Strait of Hormuz, demonstrate that regional
conflicts can generate systemic impacts on international maritime security (Cordesman, 2019;
Haghshenass, 2017).

From the perspective of Alfred Thayer Mahan’s Sea Power theory (1890), control over
maritime communication routes, or Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs), represents a key
factor in maintaining national power. Therefore, any threats to strategic maritime chokepoints
may influence the balance of regional and global power. Meanwhile, Bueger (2015) explains
that modern maritime security encompasses not only national defense but also economic
security, environmental security, and human security, which are interconnected.

UNCTAD data (2024) indicate that approximately 11 billion tons of goods are
transported by sea annually, with a significant proportion of these trade flows passing through
the Indo-Pacific region. Indonesia itself controls three Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lanes
(Alur Laut Kepulauan Indonesia / ALKI), which serve as major connectors between the Indian
Ocean and the Pacific Ocean. Therefore, any disruption to international maritime routes may
directly affect Indonesia’s national interests.

This phenomenon demonstrates a gap between the existing condition (das sein) and
the ideal condition (das sollen) of regional maritime security. Indo-Pacific maritime security
faces increasing risks due to the escalation of Middle Eastern conflicts, the militarization of
maritime spaces, threats to SLOCs, uncertainty in energy supplies, and intensifying
geopolitical competition among major powers. The regional maritime security system remains
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fragmented and has not yet been fully integrated to address multidimensional threats. Ideally,
the Indo-Pacific region requires a resilient, integrated, and collaborative maritime security
system through strengthening Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), improving interstate
interoperability, enhancing maritime diplomacy, ensuring energy security, and reinforcing
regional security frameworks capable of safeguarding international trade routes and energy
distribution networks sustainably.

The novelty of this research lies in its comprehensive analysis that integrates the
impact of escalating Middle Eastern conflicts on Indo-Pacific maritime security with the
formulation of a resilience strategy based on Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), maritime
diplomacy, and regional security cooperation. This research aimed to analyze the influence of
Middle Eastern conflict escalation on Indo-Pacific maritime security stability and formulate
strategic measures to enhance regional resilience. The study is expected to contribute
academically to the development of maritime defense and security studies while providing
policy recommendations for Indonesia in strengthening its strategic position as a global
maritime axis.

Based on the identified research gap, this study was important for understanding the
extent to which Middle Eastern conflict escalation affects Indo-Pacific maritime security and
for determining strategies to strengthen regional resilience. The research findings are expected
to contribute to the development of maritime defense and security knowledge while providing
policy input for Indonesia in strengthening its strategic role as a global maritime axis. Based
on this background, the research questions addressed in this study were: how does the
escalation of Middle Eastern conflicts influence the stability of maritime security in the Indo-
Pacific region, and what effective maritime security strategies can enhance Indo-Pacific
resilience against potential disruptions to global energy routes and trade networks?

METHOD

This study employed a qualitative descriptive approach with a case study design to
analyze the impact of the United States—Israel-Iran conflict escalation on maritime security
dynamics in the Indo-Pacific region. A qualitative approach was selected because the study
sought to provide an in-depth understanding of geopolitical and maritime security phenomena
through the interpretation of strategic facts, policies, and related developments. According to
Creswell and Creswell (2018), qualitative research is appropriate for examining complex
phenomena involving multiple actors, interests, and contexts that cannot be adequately
explained through quantitative data alone.

The research scope covered strategic maritime routes connecting the Middle East and
the Indo-Pacific region, including Iran and the Strait of Hormuz, the Indian Ocean, the Strait
of Malacca, the Indonesian Archipelagic Sea Lanes (Alur Laut Kepulauan Indonesia / ALKI)
I, the South China Sea, and the Pacific Ocean. These areas were selected because they
represent critical Sea Lines of Communication (SLOCs) for global trade and energy
distribution. Research data were obtained through literature reviews, document analysis, and
reviews of strategic reports from international institutions, reputable scientific journals,
government policy documents, and publications related to maritime security and global energy
security. These data collection methods enabled the study to develop a comprehensive
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understanding of the relationship between Middle Eastern conflict dynamics and Indo-Pacific
maritime security (Yin, 2018).

Data analysis was conducted using the interactive model proposed by Miles,
Huberman, and Saldafia (2020), consisting of data reduction, data display, and conclusion
drawing. To address the research questions regarding maritime security conditions, the study
applied perspectives from maritime geopolitics, Sea Power theory, Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOC), and Bueger’s (2015) Maritime Security Matrix. Furthermore, to
formulate appropriate maritime security strategies, the study combined SWOT analysis with
the Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP). The integration of these methods enabled the
identification of internal and external factors while determining strategic priorities in a
systematic and objective manner (Helms & Nixon, 2010; Saaty, 2008). Data validity was
ensured through source triangulation and method triangulation to enhance the credibility and
reliability of the research findings.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Research Results: Impact The United States -Israel-Iran conflict against Indo- Pacific
Maritime Security

Research result show that escalation the United States —Israel-Iran conflict provides
impact direct and No direct to security Indo- Pacific maritime. Although center conflict
located in the Middle East, the effect strategic spread to Indo- Pacific region because the Strait
of Hormuz is vital distribution routes global energy towards Asia, with a spreading threat
through the Indian Ocean, Strait of Malacca, ALKI I, South China Sea, to the Pacific Ocean.

In a way quantitatively, the Strait of Hormuz is the most important choke point in
system world energy. The US Energy Information Administration notes that in 2024 around
20 million barrel oil per day (£20% consumption world's oil) passes through the Strait of
Hormuz, making it point vulnerable strategic Because disturbance military, blockade,
sabotage tanker, or threat anti- ship missiles can quick influence price energy, costs insurance
shipping, as well as stability supply energy of Indo- Pacific countries.

Table 1. Energy Distribution Volume Through Global Strategic Choke Points in 2024

No Maritime Choke Point ~ Energy Volume Strategic Role Estimates

1 Strait of Hormuz +20 million barrels/day +20% of global oil consumption
2 Strait of Malacca +16 million barrels/day Middle East—East Asia main route
3 Bab el-Mandeb +8-9 million barrels/day Red Sea—Suez Route

4 Suez Canal +8-9 million barrels/day Asia—Europe Connector

5 Panama Canal +2 million barrels/day Atlantic—Pacific Connector

Source: Processed from EIA (2024), UNCTAD (2024), and IMO (2024).

The position of the Strait of Hormuz is far away more dominant compared to other
choke points, so that disturbances in Hormuz will chain towards the Indian Ocean, the Strait
of Malacca, ALKI I Indonesia, the South China Sea, to the Pacific Ocean. UNCTAD reports
that disruption on the line cruise main push improvement distance travel ships and global ton-
miles due to change route. Dependency data energy area show that Japan and South Korea are
the most vulnerable countries to disturbance energy from the Middle East, followed by India
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and China; Indonesia is relatively No highest both countries However still affected through
increase price oil, costs logistics, freight rates, and uncertainty trading maritime. The
International Chamber of Shipping noted around 11 billion tons of goods transported through
boat every year, while the IMO emphasized about 90% of world trade moves through sea, so
that disturbance security maritime No only impact on energy, but also food, industry,
manufacturing, and stability economy national.

Table 2. Potential Impact Escalation Conflict to Maritime Security

No Impact Dimension Quantitative Indicators Strategic Implications

1 Energy security +20 million barrels/day pass through  Risk of rising oil prices
Hormuz

2 Maritime trade +80-90% of global trade is via sea Risk of supply chain disruption

3 Ship safety 116 global incidents in 2024 Risks to merchant ships

4 Asian Security 107 incidents of piracy/armed robbery in  Vulnerability of the Strait of
Asia 2024 Malacca and its surroundings

5 Global logistics Ton-miles increase due to route rerouting Shipping costs increase

Source: Processed from EIA (2024), IMO (2024), ICS (2024), IMB (2025), ReCAAP ISC
(2024), and UNCTAD (2024).

This data strengthen findings that Indo- Pacific route Already face burden risk before
escalation Middle East conflict, so escalation geopolitics potential make things worse
condition security the voyage that has been vulnerable in the area this. In a way geopolitics,
corridors risk from the Middle East to the Indo- Pacific This is a very important Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOC) for trading energy, logistics military and stability economy area —
in line with Mahan's theory (1890) that strength sea determine the state's ability to maintain
trade and interests strategically, and Till (2018) who emphasized that modern sea power is
highly dependent on the ability secure track communication sea.

Table 3. Comparison of Maritime Security Risks Based on Escalation Level Conflict

No Escalation Level Hormuz Risk Indo-Pacific Risks Impact on Indonesia

1 Normal 20% 25% Stable

2 Diplomatic crisis 40% 45% Energy prices start to rise

3 Limited attack 65% 60% Logistics costs increase

4 Shipping disruption 85% 75% Pressure on ALKI and the
Strait of Malacca

5 Open conflict 100% 90% Serious threats to the
supply chain

Source: Processed from EIA (2024), UNCTAD (2024), Bueger (2015), Cordesman (2019),
and Medcalf (2020).

Escalation conflict show linear relationship with improvement risk security maritime;
risk increase sharp especially at the stage attack limited and disturbed voyage, because boat
merchant ships, oil tankers, and LNG vessels can become target attack direct and No directly.
In perspective Bueger (2015), security maritime covering four relatedness main — sea power,
marine safety, blue economy, and human security — so that disturbance impact on Hormuz
No only on the military, but also on the economy, safety shipping and welfare public area.
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research results also show that response of major countries push improvement
militarization region: United States strengthen presence the sea through the Indo- Pacific
strategy and maritime security initiative, while ASEAN emphasizes ASEAN Centrality,
cooperation The same maritime, connectivity, and approaches inclusive through the ASEAN
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific. In security dilemma perspective, steps defensive like
improvement patrol sea, training military, and placement asset combat often perceived by
other countries as threat — in line with Mearsheimer (2018) who emphasized that in system
anarchic international, increasing strength military a country often trigger response similar
from other countries, as seen in acceleration presence strength seas in the Indian Ocean, the
Strait of Malacca, the South China Sea, and the Western Pacific (Mearsheimer, 2018; Medcalf,
2020; Fravel, 2022).

With Thus, the results study stage First show three findings main: first, escalation the
United States —Israel-Iran conflict escalates risk towards the Strait of Hormuz as center
distribution global energy; second, the risk the spread to the Indo- Pacific through SLOC route
connecting the Indian Ocean, the Strait of Malacca, ALKI I, the South China Sea, and the
Pacific Ocean; third, Indonesia faces implications strategic in the form of increase cost energy,
increase pressure on the line cruise national, as well as need urge For strengthening Maritime
Domain Awareness, diplomacy maritime, and work The same security area.

United States —Israel-Iran conflict is not can viewed as regional conflict alone, but
rather phenomenon global geopolitical implications direct to security Indo- Pacific maritime.
The Strait of Hormuz is the world's most strategic choke point connecting area manufacturer
energy main with area consumer energy the largest in Asia, so that every disturbing escalation
freedom navigation there results in domino effect on track cruise internationally (Kaplan,
2019; Till, 2018).

Findings This confirm Mahan's Sea Power theory (1890) that control and security track
sea is factor main in maintain strength economics and politics a country. Iran, although in a
way military No equivalent with the United States, has strategic leverage Because control part
of the coastal area of the Strait of Hormuz — showing that mark strategic an area is often
more important than size strength military owned.

Table 4. Analysis Relatedness Middle East conflict with Indo- Pacific Maritime Security

Variables the middle East Indo-Pacific Strategic Relationship

Energy Oil and LNG production Largest energy consumer Interdependence

Trading Starting point of distribution Main distribution channels Integrated

Military Armed conflict Increased sea patrols Security dilemma

Economy Energy price fluctuations Increase in logistics costs Direct impact

Diplomacy Geopolitical conflict Regional stability Cross-regional
influences

Source: Processed from EIA (2024), IEA (2024), Medcalf (2020), and Kaplan (2019).

In line with perspective Bueger (2015) that security maritime includes sea power,
security economy, safety shipping and security man in a way simultaneous, conflict This
influence fourth dimensions said: threat towards Hormuz increases risk security energy,
disturbing trading international, improving cost logistics, and ultimately influence welfare a
society that depends on stability price energy and fluency chain global supply — with
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dimensions security energy as the most affected sectors, in line with IEA report (2024) that
instability Persian Gulf enlarges volatility price global energy and risk inflation in importing
countries energy.

Security dilemma symptoms also arise observed: increase presence United States
military For ensure freedom navigation perceived by Iran as threats, while China and India
also increase activity maritime For protect interest its economy — respectively through the
Carrier Strike Group (US), South China Sea patrols (China), strengthening the Indian Ocean
(India), Maritime Self Defense Force (Japan), and Maritime Security Operation (Australia) —
conditions which according to Mearsheimer (2018) have the potential trigger race strength
and increase instability area.

For Indonesia, the position geographical as an archipelagic country the world's largest
provider challenge at a time opportunity strategic. The Strait of Malacca and ALKI I are
integral part of the path distribution world energy that connects the Middle East and East Asia,
so that disturbance against the Strait of Hormuz has the potential increase intensity cruise
international through the territory of Indonesia and make Maritime Domain Awareness
(MDA) capabilities as factor important guard security maritime national. According to IMO
(2024), MDA allows detection early threat maritime through integration of sensors, satellites,
coastal radar, Automatic Identification System (AIS), and centers command integrated —
which in Indonesia can strengthened through integration of the Indonesian Navy, Bakamla,
KPLP, Customs, Immigration, and ministries related.

Table 5. Priority Strategies for Strengthening Indonesia’s Maritime Security

Priority Strategy Impact

1 Maritime Domain Awareness Early detection of threats
2 Maritime Diplomacy Regional stability

3 ALKI Strengthening Smooth sailing

4 Regional Cooperation Sharing information

5 National Energy Security National resilience

Source: Processed from IMO (2024), Bueger (2015), and Till (2018).

Approach diplomacy maritime become instrument important in reduce impact global
conflict, as emphasized the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific through Work The same
inclusive, respectful law international, and strengthening trust between countries — where
Indonesia has position strategic as axis a maritime world capable of bridge interest various
countries in the region (ASEAN, 2019).

In a way overall, research This confirm that the United States —Israel—Iran conflict has
connection strong with dynamics security Indo- Pacific maritime. The Strait of Hormuz serves
as point critical connecting security global energy with stability maritime area; disturbance
towards him potential increase cost logistics, enlarge risk security sailing, speeding up
militarization area, and influence stability the economy of the Indo- Pacific countries.
Therefore that, the most relevant strategy for Indonesia is strengthening Maritime Domain
Awareness, improving diplomacy maritime, expanding Work The same regional security, as
well as strengthen resilience energy national level to face dynamics increasingly global
geopolitics complex.
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CONCLUSION

The research conclusion showed that the escalation of the United States—Israel-Iran
conflict had a direct impact on Indo-Pacific maritime security stability through potential
disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz, increased energy prices, disruptions to global supply
chains, increased maritime traffic through the Strait of Malacca and ALKI I, and heightened
risks to Indonesia’s maritime security. Thus, the first research question was answered by
demonstrating that Middle Eastern conflict escalation significantly affected energy security,
trade flows, logistics networks, and regional stability in the Indo-Pacific.

Regarding the second research question, the most effective maritime security
strategies included strengthening Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA), enhancing maritime
diplomacy, improving surveillance and security measures along ALKI routes, and developing
regional maritime information-sharing networks. Indonesia should prioritize the Strait of
Malacca, ALKI I, the North Natuna Sea, and maritime routes connecting to the Pacific Ocean
as strategic areas for enhanced monitoring and security management.

The recommendations of this study indicate that the government should integrate the
capabilities of the Indonesian Navy (Tentara Nasional Indonesia Angkatan Laut / TNI AL),
the Indonesian Maritime Security Agency (Badan Keamanan Laut / Bakamla), the Sea and
Coast Guard (Kesatuan Penjagaan Laut dan Pantai / KPLP), Customs, Immigration, the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs into a national
maritime early warning system. Furthermore, Indonesia should strengthen national energy
reserves, diversify energy import sources, and actively promote a neutral, inclusive, and
peace-oriented Indo-Pacific diplomacy framework to maintain regional stability.
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