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ABSTRACT

This research examines the current authority of parents in educating children, with a focus on the provisions
of the Child Protection Law in the modern era. The research method was carried out through text analysis and
literature studies related to legal provisions relating to the role of parents in educating children. At the
discussion stage, the research identified the dynamics of parental authority involving aspects of children's
freedom, human rights, and socio-cultural changes in the modern era. This study examines the concepts of
appropriateness and relevance of the provisions of the Child Protection Law in accommodating the needs and
rights of children to receive a balanced and quality education. Article 1 paragraph (1) of the Child Protection
Law (No. 35 of 2014) states that children have the right to protection, care, and self-development so that they
can live, grow, and develop optimally. The research results show that a deep understanding of these articles
is crucial for maintaining a balance between children's rights and parental authority in the dynamic modern
era. This research contributes to legal and educational literature, by presenting the latest views regarding the
role of parents in educating children amidst the changing dynamics of modern society. Practical implications
include recommendations for improving understanding and implementation of legal provisions, as well as
educational approaches that support children's participation in their educational process.
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INTRODUCTION

Children's welfare as a pillar of a nation's future development is the main focus of every
country. In a legal context, the Child Protection Law is the basis for child protection policies
and practices in Indonesia (Saraswati, 2015). In this scope, parental authority in educating
children is an essential aspect. With the development of norms and values in modern society,
an up-to-date review of parental authority has become increasingly important to ensure the
sustainability and relevance of child protection regulations (Makhmudah, 2018; Suharyat et al.,
2023).

The Child Protection Law, especially the articles relating to the rights and obligations of
parents, reflects the spirit of justice and protection of children's rights. These articles are the
starting point for an in-depth study of the practice of parental authority in educating children
in the modern era. As a normative guide, these articles also contain provisions that regulate
children's freedom and human rights in the education process (Fatimah & Aliyah, 2019).

In this context, it is important to identify social and cultural changes that may influence the
exercise of parental authority. These changes can include shifts in family values, demands of
technological developments, and increasing recognition of children's rights. Therefore, current
studies regarding parental authority need to involve an in-depth study of the relevance of child
protection articles about the practice of educating children in the modern era.

The importance of the current study lies in the ability of the Child Protection Law to
accommodate changing social and technological dynamics. The involvement of children in
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making decisions regarding their education is a central point that needs further attention.
Therefore, this research will thoroughly examine the concepts of parental authority, children's
human rights, and children's involvement in the context of modern education (Novianti &
Sahrul, 2020).

To provide a holistic view, this study will detail the extent to which the provisions of child
protection articles in Indonesia can create a framework that supports parental authority without
compromising children's rights. By identifying challenges and opportunities in the modern era,
it is hoped that this research can provide a valuable contribution to improving policy and
implementation of child protection practices in Indonesia.

Ultimately, this research aims to provide in-depth insight into how the Child Protection Law
can better emphasize and protect parental authority in educating children in the modern era.
Thus, strategic steps can be taken to optimize children's potential as valuable assets for the
progress of the nation and society (Absor, 2011).

The presence of children as an important part of society's social structure has significant
implications for parents' responsibilities in educating them. In Indonesia, the Child Protection
Law is the legal basis that emphasizes children's rights to grow and develop properly. In this
context, the role of parents is crucial in ensuring that children receive optimal education by
their rights.

Acrticle 1 paragraph (1) of the Child Protection Law (No. 35 of 2014) states that children
have the right to protection, care, and self-development so that they can live, grow, and develop
optimally. A deep understanding of parental authority in educating children is important in the
context of these rights. At a basic level, article 16 of the Law stipulates that parents are obliged
to provide children with rights and obligations by human dignity (Kamaruddin & Ahmad,
2023; Nurliana & Ulya, 2021).

Article 1 paragraph (1) of the Child Protection Law (No. 35 of 2014) states that children
have the right to protection, care, and self-development so that they can live, grow, and develop
optimally. A deep understanding of parental authority in educating children is important in the
context of these rights. At a basic level, article 16 of the Law stipulates that parents are obliged
to provide children with rights and obligations by human dignity.

Along the way, the implementation of these articles needs to be updated and adapted to the
dynamics of modern society. Article 16 paragraph (2) provides space for parents to respect and
understand children’s opinions, according to their age development stage. However, efforts to
adapt parental authority to new values and norms in the modern era are a major challenge
(Fahlevi, 2015).

In looking at this phenomenon, this research aims to provide the latest study regarding
parental authority in educating children, with a focus on the implementation of the provisions
of the Child Protection Law. The implications of these child protection articles need to be
studied in more depth, especially considering the rapid developments in technology, lifestyle,
and socio-cultural changes that increasingly influence family dynamics (Said, 2018).

This study is not only limited to legal observations but also an attempt to understand how
legal norms can provide direction and guidance for parents in providing education to their
children. Apart from that, this study also wants to detail the extent to which these authorities
are faced with challenges and opportunities in the modern era, as well as how legal
arrangements can be updated to remain relevant and effective in protecting children's rights.
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METHOD

The research method used in this study involves two main stages, namely text analysis and
literature study. First, text analysis was carried out to explore legal provisions specifically
relating to the role of parents in educating children. This step helps us understand in depth the
legal aspects related to the role of parents in the context of children's education. Next, the
literature study stage was carried out to collect information and views from various trusted
sources regarding the role of parents in educating children. By integrating these two methods,
this research aims to provide a comprehensive and detailed understanding of the legal concepts
that regulate the role of parents in educating children.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The important role of parents in educating children is closely related to children's rights in
the context of socio-cultural life in the modern era. Children's rights, as regulated in the Child
Protection Law, include the right to education, self-development, and protection from all forms
of violence. This discussion will highlight the authority of parents in embracing children's
rights, as well as answer critical questions regarding the implementation and relevance of these
norms in the dynamics of modern society.

Role of Parents: Parents have a central role in securing children's rights to receive optimal
education, by Article 28A paragraph (2) of the 1945 Constitution which states that every child
has the right to receive a decent education. In this context, parental authority is not only limited
to ensuring that children have access to educational institutions but also includes guidance and
meeting the child's individual needs. A deep understanding of children's educational rights is
the main basis for responding to educational challenges in the digital era and current global
complexity (Ekayanti & Puspawati, 2020).

Children's Rights, which is no less important is the child's right to self-development, as
explained in article 5 of the Child Protection Law. Parents have a responsibility to involve
children in activities that support their physical, mental, and social development. Giving
authority to parents in this case requires a deep understanding of the characteristics of children's
development so that the educational approach taken is appropriate and effective. In the modern
era full of various external influences, the role of parents is the key to helping children
understand their identity and develop their potential. Implementation of children's rights is also
related to protection from all forms of violence, as regulated in Article 15 of the Child
Protection Law. In discussing this, parental authority is not only focused on efforts to prevent
physical violence but also on protection against verbal, psychological, and gender-based
violence. Parents act as guardians and guides, providing maximum protection to children from
the potential risk of violence in various environments, both at school and in everyday life
(Murdoko, 2017).

Culture in the Modern Era: In socio-cultural life in the modern era, societal norms and values
are an important consideration in determining parental authority in educating children. Changes
in family dynamics, lifestyles, and exposure to information in the digital era raise their
challenges. Therefore, parents need to understand and respond carefully to their children's
needs, in line with the development of ever-changing socio-cultural norms.
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Although parental authority is recognized as an integral part of children's rights, it needs to
be recognized that children's rights must also be in synergy with the individual rights of the
child himself. Article 15 of the Child Protection Law emphasizes children’s rights to express
their opinions by their age. Therefore, the parental authority must not be authoritarian but must
open up space for participation and dialogue with children, recognizing the child's right to
participate in decision-making that affects him (A’yun et al., 2016).

Context of Children's Rights in the Child Protection Law: This discussion begins by
reviewing the context of children's rights in the Child Protection Law, especially the articles
that regulate parental authority in educating children. Article 1 paragraph (1) emphasizes
children’s rights to live, grow, and develop optimally, while Article 16 stipulates the rights and
obligations of parents in involving children in the decision-making process. The research
results show that a deep understanding of these articles is crucial for maintaining a balance
between children's rights and parental authority in the dynamic modern era (Suharyat et al.,
2023; Tarman, 2020).

Dynamics of Parental Authority in the Context of Children's Rights: The next discussion
highlights the dynamics of parental authority in educating children, especially in dealing with
the challenges and opportunities faced by children in the modern era. The application of Article
16 paragraph (2) which provides space for children to express their opinions needs to be
understood as an effort to create a responsive and inclusive educational environment. In this
context, the research results show the need for parental involvement in guiding children to face
the increasingly complex realities of sociocultural life. The aspect of parents' obligations to
respect children's rights is the focus of the next discussion. Involving children in decision-
making, parents are faced with the important task of appreciating and respecting children’s
rights according to their stage of development. The research results show that fulfilling
children’s rights is not only a legal responsibility but also a moral basis that builds a strong
foundation for healthy family relationships in the modern era. In the digital era, children are
exposed to various information and influences, thus requiring parental involvement in
providing guidance and protecting children's rights. Research reveals the need for a balance
between giving children the freedom to express themselves and involving parents in managing
risks that may arise (Indrawan, 2015).

Legal Regulations as the Foundation of Children's Rights: The final discussion highlights
the role of legal regulations as the foundation of children’s rights. Updates and adjustments to
the provisions of the Child Protection Law need to be carried out periodically so that they
remain relevant and effective in protecting children's rights in the modern era. The research
results show that efforts to align the law with sociocultural developments are an important step
to ensure that children’s rights are maintained and taken into account in everyday life (Ardini
& Lestariningrum, 2018; Rozana et al., 2020).

In this context, the research results show that parental authority in educating children in the
modern era requires a holistic approach. Family education policies and practices need to
continue to be adapted to developments in society and technology. Efforts to strengthen the
role of parents in exercising their authority are crucial to guaranteeing children's rights by the
demands and realities of the modern era. In line with this, there is a need for an interdisciplinary
approach involving education, psychology, and legal experts in optimizing parental authority
and protecting children's rights in an increasingly complex and dynamic socio-cultural life.

4 Vol.3, No.1, December 2023



Current Study Concerning Parental Authority to Educate Children Reviewed Against the
Provisions of the Child Protection Law in the Modern Era

CONCLUSION

From the previous discussion, we see that the context of children's rights in the Child
Protection Law is not merely legal norms, but rather deep values regarding the right to live,
grow, and develop optimally for every child. Article 16 describes the obligations and rights of
parents in educating children as an inseparable unit. This balance requires full awareness and
commitment from parents to understand, respect, and involve children in the decision-making
process that affects their lives.

The dynamics of parental authority in the context of children's rights becomes clear in an
understanding of Article 16 paragraph (2). Providing space for children to express their
opinions requires patience and wise parental wisdom. Not just giving rights, but also involving
children in the decision-making process that is relevant to their stage of development. The
success of implementing this article is tested by the involvement of parents in guiding children
to face the complexities of sociocultural life in the modern era.

Parental authority is not only related to providing direction and restrictions to children but
also respecting children's rights to express opinions. This is not simply giving rights to children,
but also accepting that children have a role in creating an atmosphere that is inclusive and
responsive to their feelings and thoughts. Therefore, the role of parents as facilitators of child
development is very important.

In very rapid socio-cultural changes, children are exposed to various influences and
challenges. This condition has become more complicated with the emergence of technology
and social media which increasingly influence children’s thinking patterns and behavior.
Parents, as the front guard in educating children, need to understand and respond wisely to
these challenges. This requires awareness of changing times, as well as parents' skills and
understanding in managing and guiding children in an ever-changing environment.

Thus, the conclusion from this thinking is the importance of understanding and
understanding children's rights in the context of parental authority in the modern era. Parents
play a key role in providing education to their children. The balance between children's rights
and parental authority is a reflection of the quality of family relationships and the foundation
for the formation of children's character and personality. Therefore, implementing children's
rights and parental authority is not just a legal responsibility, but rather a moral and ethical call
to form a society that cares and involves all elements in educating children with love and
wisdom.
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